
Hello there and welcome to the March National School Lunch Program Webinar. My 
name is Heather Blume and I am a coordinator for the National School Lunch Program. 
Today myself and Ed Herrera, Lead of USDA Foods and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Program and coordinator in NSLP will be presenting the monthly webinar.  
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Today we will be discussing recently released policy memos and new resource 
released by USDA on Whole Grains. This resource includes information on non-
creditable grains and product formulation sheets. We will briefly touch on the 
importance of keeping product labels to determine crediting equivalencies and 
changes to the CNP website. Lastly we will cover information on the FFVP, the 
proposed rule for the wellness policy and program updates.  
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The policy memos we will discuss can be seen here. Some of the topics include 
Community eligibility, smart snacks, the NSLP meal Pattern, and the Paid lunch equity.  
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Two of the recently released policy memos pertain to the Community Eligibility 
Provision Program. To be eligible, schools must meet a minimum of 40% identified 
students for free meals in the year prior to implementing the CEP. They must also 
agree to serve free lunches and breakfasts to all students, to not collect free and 
reduced applications, and to cover any costs associated with providing free meals with 
Federal assistance with non-federal funds.  
 
Now lets talk about the term identified students. This is the terminology used by USDA 
to refer to students who are directly certified through the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, or SNAP, the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program, 
or TANF, and the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR).  The term 
“identified students” also includes homeless, runaway, Head Start, and migrant youth. 
Identified students DO NOT include those students who are categorically eligible 
based on the submission of a free and reduced price application.  
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The claiming percentages for Community Eligibility Provision are established in the 
first year and may be used for a period of four school years. The claiming percentages 
may be increased each year if the identified student percentages rise for the district 
and/or school. To calculate the claiming percentages, the identified student 
percentage is multiplied by a factor of 1.6 to determine to total percentage of meals 
reimbursed at the federal free reimbursement rate. The percentage for free meals is 
not to exceed 100%. The remaining percentage of meals, to reach a total of 100%, is 
reimbursed at the federal paid reimbursement rate. These claiming percentages are 
then applied to the total number of lunch and the total number of breakfast meals to 
determine the number of meals claimed at the free and paid rates.  
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Here is a table that demonstrates how community eligibility will be determined. In the 
first row, you can see that the elementary school is eligible based on the number of 
identified students divided by the number of enrolled students. This calculation gives 
you the Identified student percentage (or ISP as it is called in MyIdahoCNP). If the ISP 
is greater than 40%, then the school qualifies for Community eligibility provision.  If 
the ISP is lower than 40%, as seen with the High School then the school is not eligible. 
Districts have the ability to combine eligible and non-eligible schools identified 
students and enrollment data to form eligible groups, but this feature is not yet 
available in MyIdahoCNP. 
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This is how the CEP data will be reported in MyIdahoCNP.  As you can see, you will 
want to list the number of identified students, or those students who came up on the 
direct certification list—including homeless, runaway, and migrant students—in the 
first column. You will then list your enrolled students in the next column. Enrolled 
students include students who are enrolled in and attend schools participating in 
community eligibility provision and who have access to at least one meal service daily. 
Include in enrollment all students who have access, not just those students who 
participate in the program. 
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While there is a minimum of 40% for the identified student percentage, if a school in a 
district does not qualify, it may be combined with another school with a higher 
identified student percentage to create and aggregate percentage.  
 
In order to enroll in Community Eligibility Provision, the identified students and 
enrollment at each site as of April 1 of the prior year must be reported in MyIdahoCNP. 
This means in order to enroll next year, you must fill out the Community Eligibility 
Provision using this year’s April 1st data.  This data must be completed by April 15th. 
The Community Eligibility module can be found under the application section of 
MyIdahoCNP. 
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The next policy memo is SP 23-2014. As a reminder, the new Smart Snacks Nutrition 
Standards are required to be implemented July 1, 2014. 
SP 23-2014 is a memo referring to the new Smart Snacks nutrition guidelines. This 
memo is a series of questions and answers related to the Smart Snacks regulations 
and is available on the Idaho Child Nutrition Program Website. [CHANGE SLIDES] 
Simply click on the green box to get to the National School Lunch Program and then 
click on Smart Snacks, which is located in the column to the left of the screen. The 
policy memo is labeled “Questions & Answers-March 5, 2014 under the “What are 
those standards heading” as seen on the next slide.  
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SP 25-2014 refers to purchasing from DoD Vendors. SFAs may use funds provided 
under Section 4 and 11 or 19 of the National School Lunch Act to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables from the Department of Defense Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 
vendors. All direct purchases using Section 4 and 11 or Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Funds are subject to the federal procurement regulations at 7 CFR 3016.36. This 
includes items procured informally. This means that the SFA must conduct either a 
formal, or informal procurement process and evaluate the bids. If the DoD Fresh 
vendor’s bid won the submission, the SFA must contract directly with the vendor. It is 
not permissible for SFAs to place orders through the DoD FFAVORS system for any 
purchases to be paid with Section 4 and 11 or FFVP funds. SFAs that currently use the 
FFAVORS system for purchases paid with Section 4 and 11 or FFVP funds will no longer 
be able to do so beginning in School Year 2014-2015.  
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SP 26-2014 provides further guidance on the 6 Cents Final Rule for the NSLP meal 
pattern. The new set of questions and answers revises many of the existing questions, 
eliminates obsolete questions, and adds new questions to provide more guidance on 
certifications in the upcoming year.  
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SP 28-2014 extends the availability of a PLE exemption. For those of you who may 
qualify for an exemption, a state agency form is available.  
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The requirements to apply for an exemption are more rigorous this year than in 
previous years and include being certified to meet the meal pattern requirements, 
being prepared to implement Smart Snacks requirements, and having all child 
nutrition staff vacancies filled.  
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The PLE waiver is available via broadcast email.  
If you are interested in applying for a PLE waiver from the state, please follow the 
instructions and complete the form as seen on this screen and send it to Lynda 
Westphal at the state agency.  
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Per SP 29-2014, there will be no waivers for the School Breakfast Program and Smart 
Snacks requirements that go into effect July 1, 2014.  
Program operators should continue preparing for a timely implementation of both the 
breakfast changes and Smart Snacks requirements  
 
The Consolidate Appropriations Act included report language that directed USDA to 
establish a process to grant waivers for the 14/15 school year to any LEA unable to 
operate the program without incurring increased cost to implements the school 
breakfast changes and smart snacks interim rule. The Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Program limits waivers and specifically prohibits granting waivers that 
relate to nutritional content of program meals served, or the sale of competitive 
foods. Since report language is nonbinding in nature and statutory prohibitions are 
binding, USDA is unable to establish a waiver process.  
 

16 



In order to better clarify the requirements for grain components and the upcoming 
whole grain rich, USDA has released a Whole Grain Resource that is available at the 
following link. In addition to the whole grain resource, the state agency would like to 
address the different ways to determine the component crediting of grain products.  
 
When menu planning, there are two ways to determine the number of components a 
grain product will contribute. If the only information available is the nutrition facts 
label and ingredient list, then the SFA must use Exhibit A, as seen on this slide. When a 
manufacturer’s specification sheet is available, then the product may be counted as a 
full component if it contains 16g of creditable grains per the manufacturer.  
 
Additionally, non-creditable grains will be examined more closely in upcoming reviews, 
so an ingredient list including all grain ingredients included in the product will be 
required with both methods.   
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As all grains must meet whole grain rich requirements next year, it will be important to 
identify non-creditable grain ingredients. These ingredients include parts of whole 
grains, such as oat fiber and bran and germ. Because these items do not include all 
parts of the grain, they are not considered whole grain rich and are not creditable. 
Flours made from non-grain ingredients (such as soy flour or potato flour) are also 
non-creditable grains. If an item includes non-creditable grains, it must be less than 2% 
of the ingredients listed or less than 3.99grams.  
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In order to identify whether a product contains non-creditable grains a new template 
for the product formulation sheet has been released by the USDA. An example of this 
product formulation sheet can be found in the new Whole Grain resource. This 
document also identifies the number of grain components in the product and can be 
used in place of a manufacturer's spec sheet or CN label.  
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While not every product requires a CN label or manufacturer spec sheet, these items 
are helpful for determining the component crediting. For grain items in particular, 
nutrition facts labels and ingredient lists are necessary to determine if the product is 
whole grain rich and identify the number of components in the food item if there is no 
CN label or manufacturer’s spec sheet. Though these labels are not required for EVERY 
product, the state agency will be reviewing the documentation you have on hand and 
will need enough documentation to verify the component contribution and nutrient 
content of the food items on the menu.  
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The proposed rule for wellness policy updates has been released and the policy is 
open for public comment until April 28, 2014. The changes that have been included in 
the proposed rule are listed here.  
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Moving on from the topic of whole grains and labels, we would like to share the 
changes to the Child Nutrition Website. If you have not been to the to website 
recently, check out our new look! In addition to changes in the formatting, a YouTube 
channel with Child Nutrition videos has been added and the State Agency Staff 
information has been moved.  
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In terms of toppings or dips that include sugar, the Western Region Office of USDA has 
stated that “Since schools need to be aware of added sugars and follow a Wellness 
Policy, we agree that cinnamon sugar packets do not comply with the spirit of the 
FFVP, or with any of the new improvements to the school meals.” If you are interested 
in applying for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program, please go to the Child Nutrition 
Website to download the application. 
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Fresh Fruit and Vegetable applications are located toward the bottom of the Child 
Nutrition Homepage.  
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As just a quick update, for those of you who were wondering, renewal will be available 
beginning in May. As that is little more than a month away, we recommend that SFAs 
begin to gather the documentation necessary to complete your renewal application 
 
If you are interested in participating in the High Protein Yogurt Pilot program next year, 
please complete the survey that will be sent to all sponsors via email. Responses will 
be used to place orders for the 14/15 school year. Whatever you order will be 
delivered. 
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